Winning isn’t everything

Advice on entering, winning
... .and not winning
IABC Quill awards




Deb Rieselman

e Editor, University of Cincinnati Magazine

« Executive editor, UC Magazine online

« Managing editor, N. Ky. Recorder newspapers
 Journalist for 33 years

......



113 awards

e B L 35
Council for Advancement, Support
of Education ....................... 4
Cincinnati Editors Association ... 49
Kentucky Press Association ....... 15
Publisher's Auxiliary .................. 9

Women in Communications ...... 1



What we can’t account for

» Personal taste of judges

» Consensus among judges difficult
 Judging is highly subjective

- Regardless of industry standards,
measurements
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Why win awards?

* To feed your ego

* Looks good on your resume

e TO Impress superiors

 To gain credibility

» Colleagues more willing to
share info with a winner
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Why enter — besides winning a Quill?

* You get a professional mini-critique.
* You'll analyze a year’s worth of work.
- To quantify strengths and weaknesses
- To determine if procedures need to change
- To impress yourself with the data
- To impress others
- To compile easily retrieved data for future use
- To create a baseline for further research
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Why enter — besides winning a Quill?

* You get a professional mini-critique.

* You'll analyze a year’s worth of work.

* You'll never take the time to analyze work any other way.
 You'll find yourself thinking strategically all year.

 You'll find yourself planning ahead.
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* YOu have to measure results.
- Read IABC publications for ideas
- Readership surveys for publications
- Web programs monitor activity
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How to win Quill awards

* YOu have to measure results.

« Make sure results match your objectives.

* Review last year’s entry to find your strengths and
weaknesses.

* Review last year’s judging sheets; compare to entry
guidelines.

e Don’t submit identical entries for Bronze, Silver and
Gold Quills.

* Review other people’s winning entries.

» Give yourself one week to complete entry/entries.

» Practice makes perfect (almost).
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Obstacles to entering properly
Time and money

Rewards from entering properly
Respect and credibility



Can you afford not to enter?



